IX

EQUALITY

IT is often said that the Anglo-Saxon races suffer
from a lack of ideals, that they do not hold enough
things sacred. But there is assuredly one thing
which the most elementary and barbarous Anglo-
Saxon holds sacred, beyond creed and Decalogue
and fairplay and morality, and that is property.
At inquests, for instance, it may be noted how
often inquiries are solicitously made, not whether
the deceased had religious difficulties or was dis-
appointed in love, but whether he had any financial
worries. We hold our own property to be very
sacred indeed, and our respect for other men's
rights in the matter is based on the fact that we
wish our own rights to be respected. If I were
asked what other ideals were held widely sacred in
England and America I should find it very diffi-
cult to reply. I think that there is a good deal of
interest taken in America in education and culture;
whereas in England I do not believe that there is
very much interest taken in either ; almost the
only thing which is valued in England, roman-
tically, and with a kind of enthusiasm, besides
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